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Abstract

In the political thought of the martyred Imam Khamenel, the
concept of governance, unlike prevailing Western models based
on separating power from the people and reducing citizenship to
periodic voting, is grounded in the interaction between Imamat
(leadership) and Ummah (believers community). This
gualitative  content-analysis  study  conceptuaizes the
Revolution's martyred leader's governance model and identifies
four main characteristics: "strategic understanding of the
enemy” as an existential necessity against hybrid warfare;
"religious democracy,” wherein the people are history's true
makers and justice's focal point; "ethica monotheistic conduct”
rooted in humility, avoiding blind Western imitation, and
emphasizing a Quranic lifestyle; and "civilization-building"
marked by justice-seeking, anti-corruption, officials moral
integrity, and meritocracy. This governance model intelligently
responds to historical challenges, viewing security as dependent
on insight, legitimacy on popular participation, and system
sustainability on civilization-building. The study demonstrates
that Islamic Iran's transformation from a nation-state to a global
civilization-builder is achievable through these pillars and
cultivating revolutionary leaders.

Keywords:  Governance, Martyr Imam  Khamenei,
understanding the enemy, religious democracy, ethics of
governance.
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